THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
think any of them ever really wished to, and if
they had, their propertied supporters were too
many. Our charge against them was, and is,
that they let loose subversive forces they could
not control, and gave those forces a constitu-
tional opportunity which they did nothing to
regulate or limit. I am not one of the enemies
of Mr. Lloyd George. I saw him at close
quarters during some of the worst days of the
war and was deeply impressed by his buoyancy
and courage. But in the damnosa facunditas of
his Celtic exuberance he stirred up passions of
greed and envy whose attack has gone far
beyond the limited objective of the landed and
brewing interests, against which he led it.
Further, the Liberals had an undoubted grievance
against the House of Lords, inasmuch as it
acted efficiently as a revising Chamber only
when the Conservatives were not in power.
This grievance they could have set themselves
to remedy by changing the constitution of the
House ; but instead they took the line of least
resistance and greatest party advantage by
concentrating the power of legislation in the
one Chamber which they then controlled.
Doubtless their self-complacent leaders and
plutocrats never conceived it possible that any
party but the Tories could compete with them
for power, and it was essential for the march of
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